yedition of Santa Ma%iaTIMES ‘

Thursday, March 8, 200

\lolunleers of the year nonoretl

FOR THE VALLEY NEWS

Charlotte
Bredahl-Baker

For her years of volunteer
work with youth, particularly
through her love of horses,
Charlotte Bredahl-Baker has
been recognized by the Valley
Foundation as a Volunteer of
the Year for 2006.

Bregahl-Baker moved to the
Valley in 1990 as a professional
dressage trainer and real es-
tate agent. In 1990-1992 she re-
ceived grants from the United
States Olympic Committee to
train and compete throughout
Europe. She is probably most
well known for riding on the:
US Olympic bronze medal win-
ning equestrian team in
Barcelona in 1992.

Throughout her life, she has -

volunteered with many youth
organizations, Over the past.
five years Bredahl-Baker vol-
unteered her time as Team
Leader for the top 12 junior
riders at their National Cham-
pionship.

I 2000, Bredahi-Baker and
husband Joel became foster
parents for the first time and
eventually became permanent
guardians for son Zach. Later
that year Bredahl-Baker began
mentoring three children
through the Presbyterian Men-
toring Program. She continues
to mentor the same three chil-
dren regularly. The couple
also temporarlly took ina sec-.
ond foster child in 2008.

tions. Over the summer :
Bredahl-Baker and her hus-
band Joel host several of the
kids at thex anch for a week or

“‘Charlotte BredahI-Baker, left, uses her love of horses to help ¥o
several different gorups since moving to the Valley (Photo by Gler

more at.a time.

The community is invited to
come to the Valley Foundation
Banguet on March 24 and hon-
or the award-winning volun-
teers who help make the Santa
Ynez Valley what it is. In-part-
nership with the Santa Ynez
Valley News the awards ban-

“quet will be held at the Santa
Early in 2006, Bredahl -Baker :
check out -
or the innex: -

Ynez Valley Marriott in Buell-
ton. A receptxon at 5:30 p.m.
will-be followed by dinner at
6:30°pah Tickets are $60 per
person:For fhforination and

tickets contact The Valley

Foundatjon at 688-2991 ore-
il syvi@veri
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