“It's a matter of opinion. I've visited the stud
in Europe and the horses I've looked at have been
excellent, so I just went with them. I'm a small
breeder and I'm looking for a level of consistency.
I've stayed in the same bloodlines and more than
two-thirds of my sales are repeat customers or
referrals from previous customers.”

The Monsieur Connection

Charlotte Bredahl-Baker is seen here with

Charlotte Bredahl-Baker has competed in dres-
sage for 27 years. Born and raised in Denmark, she
grew up with horses and as she puts it, “I rode any-  level one.
thing that had four legs.”

She reached the pinnacle of competition at the 1992 Olympics
in Barcelona on a horse nobody wanted, Monsieur—then an 11-
year-old Danish warmblood chestnut gelding—helping the U.S.
Olympic Dressage Team to a bronze medal finish, the first for
the U.S. since 1976.

Monsieur was five years old when Bredahl-Baker got him in
Denmark. Without the money to buy a horse, she formed a part-
nership to purchase him. A friend paid $10,000, and Bredahl-
Baker provided all the training.

The Breeds

Windfall CB, a Hanovarian warmblood, named

“In the beginning, people
didn't think he was that spe-
cial,” she notes. “When I started
showing him, everybody saw
that he was a challenge because
he was terrified of everything.
He definitely had a crazy side
to him, but I was the only per-
son who thought he was going

g

to be good.”

Every time a prospective

United States Horse of the Year for Intermediate buyer came by to ride Monsieur,

he acted like he'd never been

trained. Because no one wanted
him, Bredahl-Baker spent countless hours with him building a
trust that's rarely surpassed. Later on, as the horse became suc-
cessful, she had some of the best competitors in the world ride
him, but Monsieur would not cooperate. “It was funny, but also
embarrassing,” she confides, “because people thought I'd trained
him in a different way, but it was Monsieur just being Monsieur!

“It was a special feeling. ['ve never had a partnership with

any other horse like this one,” she reveals. “I could get on
him and think of things [ wanted to do and they would just

The Holsteiner



happen, like telepathy.”

Now 23 years old, Monsieur is retired on a ranch overlooking
Buellton. His pasture is closest to the house, and each time he
hears his owner's voice he raises his head over the six-foot-tall
hedge to greet her.

Bredahl-Baker has other horses on the verge of greatness.
One is Windfall CB, a handsome black stallion—a Hanoverian

warmblood. He was recently named Horse of the Year in the
United States for Intermediate level one (two notches below
Olympic level). Her goal is to attain that level again.
“Four years ago [ went back
to Denmark to buy a gelding,”
she says. “I wasn't looking for a
stallion, but I saw Windfall and
fell in love with him.” Initially
she bought him as a competition
horse and wasn't worried about
his bloodlines, fertility or off-

Pat Sullivan, seen here with one of
her prize Trakehners, has been
breeding warmbloods in the valley
for over 30 years.

The Trakehner The Hanoverian

spring. Once she returned to the valley, she researched his blood-
lines and discovered his superiority. It was then that she went back
to Denmark and bought two of his offspring and now breeds him
with two mares. “I'm getting excited about the breeding side of it,”
she says. “Windfall is doing so well and the babies are so nice.”

The Horses Speak

Walking in the shade of Pat Sullivan's half-moon-shaped sta-
bles, I'm greeted by her horses with a friendly sniff and a slight
toss of their heads. Some are
creamy white—others jet black
and ash gray—each display
natural elegance.

Searching far and wide 30
years ago for a warmblood
breed that suited her needs as a
breeder and competitor,
Sullivan eventually settled on
Trakehners. She has 10 on her
37-acre High Meadow Ranch
in the middle of the Santa
Ynez Valley.
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